munal problem is the product of the political problem.
Till the latter is solved, the former will remain insolu-
ble. The following analysis is an attempt made to
appraise the realities of the situation in order to find
a way to solve the problem.
(1)
The factors which have created the situation
from which the political problem and incidentally the
communal problem arises are as follows:
In view of her stakes, Britain had no intention to
transfer power to Indian hands during the war, and
found a safe pretext that all parties and interests in
India are not substantially agreed on the solution.
The Muslim League which acquired great strength
by helping Britain to carry out her intention, declin-
ed to come to any agreement with the rest of the
country unless (a) Muslims were accepted as a sepa-
rate nation; (b) N.W.F., the Punjab, Sind, Baluchi-
stan, Bengal and Assam except for minor territorial
adjustments were carved out as Muslim homelands;
(c) Congress withdrew its declared opposition to the
British rule by withdrawing the August 1942 Resolu-
tion which was held 'inimical to the ideals and de-
mands of Muslim India.'
The Congress was not willing to co-operate in the
governance of the country or in the war effort unless
effective power in the Centre was transferred to the
people of India.
The rulers of the States refused to join in or work
with any common political organisation unless their
present nominal sovereignty was converted into a real
122